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biotic relationshipS ASSIGNMENT
1.  The Buffalo and Cowbird

Buffalo travel in herds across the plains.  As they walk through the grass, insects fly out of the grass and the cowbirds eat them. The cowbirds follow the buffalo, which help them catch insects.

2. [image: image2.jpg]


The Brown Pelican and Fish

Brown Pelicans use their long beaks and throat pouches to catch fish.  Their throat pouches must be drained of water before they can swallow food.
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3. Male Elk and Male Elk

Elk eat grasses, tree bark, and tree sprouts.  A mature male elk (bull) will try to attract the attention of a female elk (cow) by challenging another bull to a fight.  The elk will bellow at each other and engage in antler fighting.
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Crocodile and Egyptian Plover
The Egyptian Plover is a type of bird that will eat parasites on the skin and teeth of the crocodile. The crocodile enjoys having these parasites removed.
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5. Lamprey and Other Fish
The lamprey is a large invertebrate that attaches itself to other fish. The lamprey scrapes a hole in the fish's skin and sucks the blood out. The picture shows two lampreys attached to a rainbow trout.
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Clown Fish and Sea Anemones
The clown fish builds up an immunity to the sea anemones poison and then lives in the safety of the anemone. The clown fish ventures out only to catch its food. The anemone gets a partner that will remove debris and lure other fish for the anemone to eat.
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7. Human Intestine and some Bacteria

Humans have certain types of bacteria inside their intestinal tract. The bacteria help us digest some foods and they also make vitamins that we can't make ourselves. The bacteria get a nice, warm place to live and a constant supply of food.
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8. Cactus Wren and Cactus

The Cactus Wren is hunted by predators such as coyotes, hawks, and snakes.  The Cactus Wren provides shelter and protection for it’s young by building a nest in Cactus plants.  By creating a nest in a Suguaro Cactus or a Prickly Cholla Cactus, the bird’s home is guarded by the plant’s needles.
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9. Ocelot and Iguana
Ocelots live in areas with thick vegetation.  They sleep during the day and hunt at night.  Ocelots like to ambush their prey.  If an ocelot catches a rodent, deer, or rabbit, it will remove all of the fur from it’s prey before it starts eating.  The ocelot in the photo above has caught an iguana.  
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10. Maple Tree and Birch Tree
The Maple and Birch trees both need adequate sunlight, water, and nutrients for successful growth.  In this forest, the birch tree has become the dominant tree, because the crown extends beyond the forest canopy.
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