Grade 9 Applied Science Course Overview


SNC 1PI
Teacher:  Ms. Swartz  519-634-5441
E-mail: angela_swartz@wrdsb.ca
Teacher Website: http://msswartzscience.weebly.com/
School Website: http://wod.wrdsb.ca

Google Classroom Code:_____________
Course Description:

This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday situations. They are also given opportunities to develop practical skills related to scientific investigation. Students will plan and conduct investigations into practical problems and issues related to the impact of human activity on ecosystems; the structure and properties of elements and compounds; space exploration and the components of the universe; and static and current electricity.
Big Ideas
Scientific Investigation (Communication and Inquiry), Lab Safety, and Careers:
25%
· demonstrate scientific investigation skills (related to both inquiry and research) in the four areas of skills (initiating and planning, performing and recording, analysing and interpreting, and communicating) in each of the following units; Chemistry, Physics, Biology and Space
· WHMIS, HHPS symbols, Lab Equipment and Safety
· Investigative skills and variables

Chemistry: Exploring Matter








14%
· Elements and compounds have specific properties that determine their uses.
· The use of elements and compounds has both positive and negative effects on society and the environment.
Physics: Electrical Applications







14%
· Electricity is a form of energy produced from a variety of non-renewable and renewable sources.

· The production and consumption of electrical energy has social, economic, and environmental implications.

· Static and current electricity have distinct properties that determine how they are used.

Biology: Sustainable Ecosystems and Human Activity




13%
· Ecosystems consist of a variety of components, including, in many cases, humans.
· The sustainability of ecosystems depends on balanced interactions between their components.

· Human activity can affect the sustainability of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.
Earth and Space Science: Space Exploration





4%
· Celestial objects in the solar system and universe have specific properties that can be investigated and understood.
· Technologies developed for space exploration have practical applications on Earth.

Assessment Evaluation Strategies
Assessment and evaluation in this course will be based on the provincial curriculum expectations.  Students will be provided with numerous and varied opportunities to demonstrate the full extent of their achievement.

Term Work



70%

Final Written Exam


30%

Tests, Quizzes, Assignments and Labs

Learning Skills Expectations
The following learning skills will be assessed throughout the course and rated on the report card:

· independent work

· collaboration

· organization

· responsibility

· self-regulation

· initiative
These skills will not be included in the final numeric mark unless they are part of the provincial curriculum expectations for the course.  However, it is important to remember that the development of these skills is critical to academic achievement and has an effect on the final mark.

Additional Information

Attendance and Lates

Regular attendance at school is very important for learning and achievement of course expectations.  Students are expected to follow school policy regarding absences and lates. IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO CATCH UP ON ALL MISSED WORK. If you know you will be absent ahead of time, please let your teacher know so you can get the work before you go. Catch up on missed work before the next class.

MAJOR ASSIGNMENT POLICY

Major assignments assess the student’s learning of key components of the course’s big ideas. As such, each of the following major assignments MUST be completed.
1) Elements/Compounds In Our Lives

2) Chemistry Lab Practical
3) Building Series and Parallel Circuits
4) Household Energy Usage Assignment
5) Biology Summative
6) Space Summative
1.  All major assignments must be completed and submitted by the due date.

2.  For all major assignments not submitted by the due date, some or all of the following will occur:

a)
the student will speak with the teacher to negotiate an extension

b)
communication will take place between the teacher and the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s)

3. Major assignments not handed in by the negotiated due date will receive an incomplete (I) and will be reflected in the learning skills.  An alternate assignment assessing similar course expectations may be assigned. 
4. The essential learning required for major assignments will still need to be demonstrated and the teacher will use his/her professional judgment to determine an appropriate final course mark.
NON-MAJOR ASSIGNMENT POLICY

If you know that you will be absent for a test you must make arrangements to write it ahead of time, or you will write it at lunch on the day you return. 

Assignments are due at the beginning of class. If a student has an issue with the assigned date, it must be renegotiated before the start of the school day on which the assignment is due. Once the assignment has been returned to the class, an incomplete (I) will be recorded for the missed work.
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM POLICY

Plagiarism, including theft and misrepresentation of original work, cheating, theft of evaluation instruments, use of unauthorized aids, and false representation of identity, will result in appropriate consequences. The teacher will inform the administration who will meet with the student to determine the nature and extent of the incident, the student’s understandings of the situation and intent. Please refer to the student planner for more information.

Supplies

Each day you should bring your Chromebook (fully charged), notebook (3-ring binder, with lined paper), calculator, pencils, pens, eraser, and ruler. Cell phones should be off and away.
Google Classroom

Students will be enrolled into our Google classroom and this will be used to access lessons, assignments and other course activities. By providing an email below, guardians will have the opportunity to join the classroom to receive updates throughout the year.
Extra Help

Extra help is always available.  Don’t wait!!!  Try to come in as soon as you encounter difficulty.
___________________________________________________________________________________
Note to Parents/Guardians:  Please sign below to show that you are aware of the expectations of SNC 1PI and that you have the contact information for Ms. Swartz.  Email is the most effective way for contact.
Student Name:  ____________________________
   Student Signature: _________________________
Parent Name:  ______________________________  Parent Signature: __________________________
Parent Contact Info.:  Email:  ___________________________  Daytime Phone #: __________________
